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   EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This project has examined the Spatial dimension of the Geography, 

Networks, Land Use and Transport of the SHOROC Region to inform 

ñShaping Our Futureò Strategy that is being put together by SHOROC and 

its member Councils. The set of spatial directions, with its evidence basis, 

enables SHOROC and the Councils to take an informed lead in advocacy of 

regional matters, and to have a strong evidence basis from which to present 

their cases. It will also allow for more effective collaboration in the region, 

and potential resource sharing. 

The SHOROC region in Sydneyôs north east is a rare region within Sydney 

that has a distinct geographic and cultural identity. The region incorporates 

the Local Government Areas of Manly, Mosman, Pittwater and Warringah. 

The region covers an area of approximately 288 square kilometers, with a 

population of around 265,000 people, contributing around100,000 jobs. It is 

characterised by a high proportion of residents that live and work locally. 

This high level of self-containment reflects the almost detached nature of 

the regionôs relationship with the rest of Sydney. Politically, the region has 

received little attention in terms of its needs for infrastructure and services. 

Spatially, the bulk of the region is connected by three key transport routes, 

which are straining at capacity, supplemented by ferry services along the 

southern shore of the region, but these do not provide access to the majority 

of the region. In addition bus routes in and out of the region do not reach 

very deep into Sydney, only providing access to the North Shore, Macquarie 

and Sydney City. Thus the region has a shallow connectivity and integration 

with the bulk of the Sydney region, and hence is unable to access the 

majority of the employment, recreational and cultural activities across much 

of Sydney, except by car. This in turn reinforces wider Sydneyôs car 

dependence, unsustainable as the world heads towards a Low Carbon future. 

The work that this report reports on, has analysed the spatial nature of the 

region, and the connectedness, integration and accessibility of its movement 

networks and land uses, and the role of this in planning for the future, both 

within the region and in relation to wider Sydney. Anyone who lives or 

works must move around for their everyday life activities, to access their 

opportunities. It is this spatial or locational efficiency that is a key 

determinate of urban sustainability. 

It was found that within the older, more established areas of the region, 

there is good wholistic accessibility to the necessary services and 

opportunities for everyday life. As one moves to the more modern, planned 

suburbs, this accessibility decreases. It was also found that overall public 

transport accessibility within and out of the region is poor to average, at 

best, with the City being the most accessible place outside the region, for the 

entire region. The Mona Vale-Warriewood area had the highest level of 

outside accessibility (the highest number of exterior locations accessible), as 

this area had the only link to Pymble-Gordon area, as well as links to all 

other areas accessible from the centres within the region.  

Within Sydney, the Northern Beaches is the only distinct spatial region 

without its own Level 5 Hospital (State Plan Service Priority S1 & S2). It is 

also the only distinct region within Sydney that does not have rail access 
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(State Plan Service Priority S6). On a pro-rata basis, this area should have 

23.05km of railway with at least 9 stations for its population. Most of the 

actions within the State Infrastructure Plan are maintenance only, not 

forward looking to address population and employment growth issues, nor 

the challenges faced by a region with significant potential impacts from 

Climate Change and a Low Carbon Future. 

By examining the networks within the region, along with the linkages to the 

outside of the region, key central places were identified at Frenchs Forest 

and Dee Why-Brookvale. Within the region this broad area has the highest 

degree of internal/external accessibility and is central to the region. Thus 

this becomes a key focus for future major development and the placement of 

key infrastructure, such as a Level 5 Hospital. With this, it also becomes 

sensible to have this as the focus for a major public transport ñspineò route 

linking the region to the rest of Sydney. Given its east-west orientation and 

the already excellent access to Sydney City, the optimal link for this ñspineò 

route is to Chatswood, and then beyond, providing a deeper link into the rest 

of Metropolitan Sydney. This then sets up internal ñtrunkò routes to support 

these central places and the ñspineò route from the north and the south. It is 

noted that the reverse commuting to the ñspineò route from the south will 

take pressure off the roads in the southern half of the region in peak hour, 

and balance out flows. The east-west nature of the ñspineò route will also 

take pressure off the east-west routes by providing a realistic alternative 

mode of transport. If a railway were built, and provided access beyond 

Chatswood, to say, Strathfield and hence Hurstville, this would provide very 

deep accessibility to all of Metropolitan Sydney, given the many 

opportunities to interchange with other trunk rail routes along this route. 

This would create the greatest degree of integration and connectivity for the 

region to all of Sydney. 

The existing road/movement networks, these new ñpriorityò routes and the 

existing centres structure all point towards a new spatial structure for the 

region. It noted however, that any future transport planning for the 

SHOROC region needs to be based upon the principles of Sustainable 

Urban Mobility Planning. 

Influencing this are the places that the Coastal Councilôs work on Climate 

Change threats has identified as locations that have high potential to be 

threatened by Climate Change, and in particular changes to the coastal area 

due to sea level changes, flooding, and storm events. Thus the focus for 

major new development is inland, in accessible places, on major routes. 

As noted, the major centres to take infill development for both residential 

and employment uses should be the Frenchs Forest area (with L5 Hospital) 

and the Dee Why-Brookvale area. To provide housing choice, a cluster-

based centre around Mona Vale ï Warriewood ï Ingleside will include both 

infill and Greenfield development opportunities for both residential and 

employment uses. In the medium term, a new centre providing primarily 

sustainability-based businesses/industries a environmentally-friendly choice 

(as well as some housing) could be developed in the Terrey Hills area, on a 

ñtrunkò route. Outside of these locations as the primary focus for future 

development, infill development will also occur in and around Manly and 

Mosman/Spit Junction town centres, as well as in the many smaller centres 
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within the region. The policy direction for these will be to improve overall 

accessibility of these centres through the provision of a full range of 

services to support everyday life. 

It is noted that the existing Hospital at Mona Vale and the site of the 

Hospital at Manly will need to be retained in order to provide a wide range 

of lower order support services (Mental Health, Aged Services, Disabled 

Services, Community Health, etc) to communities that a major hospital may 

not have the capacity to, given its focus on higher order services. 

Critically, it was found that improved choices for movement within and out 

of the region can bring substantial improvements to accessibility for jobs as 

well as the needs for everyday life, which supports the key characteristics of 

the region. 

A draft of this report was completed in July 2010. With the subsequent 

release of the 2036 Metropolitan Strategy, aspects of this report have 

updated to reflect this. 
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The Key Spatial Outcomes for the SHOROC Region (source: Sustainale Urbanism 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Situation 

The SHOROC region in Sydneyôs north east is a rare region within Sydney 

that has a distinct geographic and cultural identity. The region incorporates 

the Local Government Areas of Manly, Mosman, Pittwater and Warringah. 

It covers an area of approximately 288 square kilometers. 

SHOROC has a population of around 265,000 people, contributes 

around100,000 jobs and is characterised by a high proportion of residents 

that live and work locally. The larger part of the region is often called the 

Northern Beaches, exemplifying the type of lifestyle and culture that makes 

up this unique area that has a vibrant and active community that places 

value on its natural environment and lifestyle. 

 

FIGURE 01 

The Region within Sydney (source: www.whereis.com, accessed April 2010) 

 

The region currently faces many challenges including significant road 

congestion, limited and inefficient public transport as well as the lack of 

access to an appropriate and accessible high quality health service.  

Population is planned to grow by around 35,000 people, a 13% increase, 

over the next 20 years to 2031, in line with targets sets by the NSW 

Government and its Department of Planning. To accommodate this growth, 

locations will be need to be found for an estimated additional 22,800 

dwellings and space and buildings for 20,800 jobs. With the current review 

of the Metropolitan Strategy, this may well change, and through the 

outcomes of this work the region seeks to set in place a robust spatial 

framework. 

http://www.whereis.com/
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Beyond this, Global Challenges, such as climate change is predicted to lead 

to rising sea levels, increased coastal erosion, more severe storms, and 

increases in mean temperatures which will have a significant impact on the 

low lying coastal areas of the region. Given the rate of urban change and the 

time needed to either develop protection for these areas or re-allocate 

development to other areas, this needs to be addressed now, with long term 

processes set in place to mitigate and adapt. 

Beyond this, there is a dramatic change in store for Cities around the world, 

as they adapt to the consequences of Peak Oil and Resource Depletion. As 

well, changing carbon, energy and water needs will also leave a significant 

imprint in our cities and regions. 

 

1.2 Towards a Vision 

SHOROC and the Councils that make up the Organisation have identified 

that they need to set a clear direction and Vision for the region. This is seen 

as a roadmap for how the region as a whole can deal with current and future 

challenges, if it is to maintain or even enhance the regionôs natural 

environment, its way of life and its contribution to the Sydney and NSW 

economies.  Each of these has a distinct spatial component, and an evidence 

basis, balanced against creative and sustainable design/interpretation. 

The SHOROC ñShaping Our Futureò Strategy provides the basis for broader 

regional directions. This has been developed through an evidence-based 

analysis approach by the Consultant Team working together with the 

ñShaping Our Futureò Group from SHOROC and the Councils, keeping the 

core values of the community central.  

This analysis clearly showed that the housing and employment targets can 

be sustainably met within the SHOROC region by the Councils. By working 

through Scenarios, a preferred growth pattern was identified by working 

group from SHOROC and the Councils . This preferred set of outcomes 

focused on four key locations so that the region can minimise transport 

infrastructure costs and maintain and enhance the natural environment and 

way of life through sustainable development in location efficient places. 

To meet future challenges, it is recognised that major infrastructure is 

needed in the present, and will need to be developed over the coming years 

to fully address the challenges that the region faces, as well as to enable 

growth to occur. 

 

1.3 Making It Happen 

The SHOROC ñShaping Our Futureò Strategy provides 

 a framework for future development and management of the subregion; 

 a broader context  in which local planning and resource decisions can 

be considered; 

 an opportunity to address issues that extend beyond the boundaries of a 

single council area (eg coastal management, adaptation to greenhouse 

impacts, location of employment generating uses); 
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 an intermediate step between State government plans (including State 

Plan, Metropolitan Strategy and subregional strategies, State 

infrastructure plan etc) and local planning . 

 an opportunity to pull together elements of all plans that apply to the 

area into a single coherent document and to address gaps; 

 a means by which to identify opportunities for developing regional 

infrastructure that can be provided on a cooperative basis; 

 It provides a framework for priority setting and an input into local 

preparation of integrated plans and management plans; 

 It provides a framework for discussion with other levels of government, 

the private sector and service providers; and 

 It provides a framework in which SHOROC can determine its future 

priorities 

SHOROC and the Councils that make up the region will be making a strong 

commitment to play their part in making Sydney even greater through 

sustainable and location efficient regional planning. 

To implement the Vision, and the outcomes that this report sets out, 

SHOROC and the Councils that make up the region are committed to 

working in close partnership with the NSW and Commonwealth 

governments, as well as the local community and businesses. 

But some aspects of planning and infrastructure provision are at a level 

beyond the responsibility of the region. Thus the NSW and Commonwealth 

governments will need to work with the Region to provide the critical 

transport and health infrastructure in order to enable this Vision to happen, 

to support the known and future growth for the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñAll planning should be in the form of complete and integrated communities 

containing housing, shops, work places, schools, parks, and civic facilities essential 

to the daily life of the residents. Community size should be designed so that 

housing, jobs, daily needs, and other activities are within easy walking distance of 

each other.ò 

The Awhanhee Principles 



SHOROC SPATIAL ANALYSIS  

FINAL: MAY  2011 SHORE REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 12 
SUSTAINABLE  URBANISM   for    SHOROC - MANLY | MOSMAN | PITTWATER | WARRINGAH 

COUNCILS 

2.0 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

2.1 The Nature of the Project 

This project has examined the Spatial dimension of the Geography, 

Networks, Land Use and Transport of the SHOROC Region to inform 

ñShaping Our Futureò Strategy that is being put together by SHOROC and 

its member Councils. This report gives some background to how the 

outcomes were developed, and specific benchmarks that can be used to 

examine particular locations and assess them against other locations for 

their performance and contribution to the region. The fundamental aspect of 

the analytical outcomes, is that it establishes the relationships between 

different places and activities. 

A key spatial signifier for this region is that this region is either highly self-

contained, or could be, in many aspects. The region has a distinct set of 

natural barriers to the rest of Sydney from three of the Councils. It is this 

particular characteristic that strongly colours, spatially, how the Region is 

connected and integrated into the rest of Sydney, and hence nature of the 

outcomes. 
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FIGURE 02 

Natural Boundaries 

 

It is well known that there are significant issues in regard to the quality of 

road and public transport access to and from the region, in terms of reach 

and quality of services in regard to the wider Sydney Region. In addition, 

there are many other ñissuesò that the region must deal with, though many 

of them are not necessarily entirely spatial in their character. These range 

from affordable housing, a sustainable workforce, through to an aging 

population. 

 

Beyond this, the whole of Sydney is facing the urban, environmental, social 

and spatial implications of Climate Change (with what a Carbon Tax would 

imply for transport and energy; and potential Sea Level changes) as well as 

Resource Depletion and the Peak of Oil production. These all, separately 

and combined have significant implications for the region in terms of 

Energy, Water, Buildings, Land Use and Transport ï the very future of the 

basis for living in the region, outside of its natural characteristics. 

 

 

FIGURE 03 
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A Hybrid Future? back in 2004, and is 2011 still relevant (source: Newsweek, Nov. 2004) 

 

This report a serious attempt to examine the clear spatial definitions of 

metropolitan, regional and sub-regional issues that affect the SHOROC 

region and its Local Governments. This means the translation of general 

policies and plan concepts into their potential spatially specific locations. It 

also means the provision of actual spatial locations for projects, policies and 

strategies, and hence gives SHOROC and its Local Governments a very 

clear understanding of the implications of these. This will enable the group 

to understand the resources needed to these address issues, the potential 

policy directions, as well as the likely nature of projects associated with 

these in order to implement them. 

The other critical part of the project has been to develop a regional 

consensus across the Councils and to develop an integrated collective 

Vision for the region. This will be integrated with the clearer understanding 

of what is being directed from above, producing a set of preferred regional 

outcomes that has a degree of spatial intelligence behind it that will guide 

the bigger picture for SHOROC, Manly, Mosman, Pittwater and Waringah. 

The set of spatial directions, with its evidence basis, enables SHOROC and 

the Councils to take an informed lead in advocacy of regional matters, and 

to have a strong evidence basis from which to present their cases. It will also 

allow for more effective collaboration in the region, and potential resource 

sharing. 

 

2.2 State Planning Background 

The key planning background comes from the State Level. The 

documentation includes: 

2.2.1 The State Plan 

 The purpose of the State Plan is clear ï to deliver better results for the NSW community 

from Government services. The State Plan focuses on five areas of activity of the NSW 

Government:  

Å    Rights, Respect and  Responsibility ï the justice system and services that promote 

community involvement and citizenship  

Å   Delivering Better Services ï key services to the whole population including health, 

education and transport  

Å    Fairness and Opportunity ï services that promote social justice and reduce disadvantage  

Å   Growing Prosperity Across NSW ï activities that promote productivity and economic 

growth, particularly in rural and regional NSW  

Å   Environment for Living ï planning for housing and jobs, environmental protection, arts 

and recreation.  

The State Plan sets out the goals the community wants the NSW Government to work 

towards. It identifies priorities for Government action that will help achieve each of these 

goals over the next 10 years. Targets have been set where possible. 

 

Much of the State Plan does not have any goals priorities or targets that 

could be considered to be spatially relevant at the regional level. Some have 

a spatial dimension, such as the location of Public Transport, or Health 

Services, but there is no spatial dimension implicit in the State Plan, thus it 

fails to deliver for any region, as it fails to come to grasp with regional 

differences and needs. For example, within Sydney, the Northern Beaches is 
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the only region without its own Level 5 Hospital (Service Priority S1 & S2). 

It is also the only distinct region within Sydney that does not have rail 

access (Service Priority S6). To put this in perspective: 

Area Population Km of Rail Track No. Stations 

Sydney Region 2010 4,500,000 392 km 154 

Sydney Region 

Pro rata 

11,500 

29,200 

1 km  

1 Station 

SHOROC 2010 ~265,000 0 km 0 

SHOROC pro rata ~265,000 23.05 km 9 

 

TABLE 01 

Rail Provision in Sydney 2009 ï SHOROC Compared to Sydney as a whole. 

 

It is approximately 12km from Chatswood to Dee Why via a possible rail 

route. With the expected increase in population, the Sydney pro rata rate 

would mean that there is track ñto spareò if such a line were built, even with 

the potential for 9 Stations on the route. 

It can probably be also said that it is the largest regional population in one 

contiguous area that does not have local rail access in Australia. Thus there 

is a significant State and National issue in the lack of this key piece of 

infrastructure. Given this, there should be a good Federal case for the 

support of Rail access to the SHOROC Region. 

Also, to deliver Priority E7 - Improve the efficiency of the road network by 

maintaining the current travel speeds on Sydneyôs major road corridors 

despite  increase in travel volumes ï a supplementary travel system such as 

a core rail corridor to take some of the increasing travel demand will be 

needed, adding to the justification for a regional rail link. 

A goal of Priority E8 is that more people are to use parks, sporting and 

recreational facilities, and participate in the arts and cultural activities. One 

of the measures already being undertaken is the upgrading of Taronga Zoo 

as a premier conservation, education and recreational facilities, but 

directions should also be stirred towards the other regional natural assets 

that SHOROC has. 

2.2.2 The State Infrastructure Plan 

 The strategy is explicitly designed to meet the growing  demand for infrastructure, which 

will remain at very high levels over the next decade as the population grows, the baby 

boomer generation ages and our suburbs and regions expand ð all of which places 

unprecedented demands on public services. 

Most of what is in this plan is basic maintenance of the region, rather than 

improving and growing the region. The most important target, that of the 

Northern Beaches Hospital still has no announcements made, almost ten 

years later. 

Health 

The Next 4 years: 
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Å Planning will continue in relation to redevelopment and construction of a number of 

hospitals, including Northern Beaches Hospital. 

Å Extension of renal dialysis facilities will continue in line with area health service planning 

activities, including the establishment of dialysis units at Mona Vale Hospital. 

The next 10 (4 + 6) years: 

Health capital expenditures will be focused on preventative measures & keeping people 

healthy and out of hospital system while, at the same time, modernising our existing 

hospital network. 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Manly Hospital intensive care unit (Darley Rd, Cnr North Head Scenic Dr)
 

Å Mona Vale Hospital emergency department (Coronation Street). 

Å Mona Vale hospital transitional care unit & community health service refurbishment
.
 

Å Byrnes Trust Building Dalwood, Seaforth. 

Å Mona Vale Hospital, Satellite Renal Dialysis service
 

Å Northern Beaches Hospital Strategy (north-western quadrant of the intersection of 

Warringah Road and the Wakehurst Parkway). 
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FIGURE 04 

The Sydney Metropolitan Strategy  - State Infrastructure Proposals (source: 

www.planning.nsw.gov.au) 

 

 

Education 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Class size reduction program ï installation of new primary classroom building (MDR 

style) Balgowlah
 

Å Demountable replacement program Balgowlah. 

Å Harbord Public School - upgrade stage 2 (Oliver St, Harbord). 

Å Newport Public School upgrades (Queens Parade)
  

Å Northern Beaches TAFE college: health and fitness, access and customer service, training 

kitchen upgrade (154 Old Pittwater St, Brookvale) 

Aging, Disability and Aged Care 
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Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Accommodation reconfiguration and fitout, Cromer
 

Å Accommodation reconfiguration and fitout, Elanora Heights. 

Å Accommodation reconfiguration and fitout, North Narrabeen. 

Justice 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Court upgrade Manly (2 Belgrave Street
 
)
 

Å Manly police station (3 Belgrave Street)
 

Transport 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Brookvale Depot redevelopment (630-636 Pittwater Road, Brookvale)
 

Å New Buses Program ï purchase of 447 buses under the remainder of the 7 years contract 

term for STA areas in Sydney. 

Å Cycleway development at North Head 

Å The Spit Bridge and approaches widen by 2 lanes 

Å Mona Vale road upgrade
 

Å Falcon Street Pedestrian Bridge, underpass and ramp and cycle facilities 

Electricity 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å Mona Vale substation ï installation of an additional 33/11KV transformer (off Samuel 

Street)
 

Å Balgowlah substation refurbishment (83 Griffiths Street) 

Å Convert Dee Why substation from 33/11KV to 132/11KV 

Å Harbord 11KV switchboard replacement 

Å Increase capacity of Balgowlah zone substation and the 33KV powerline network 

Å Manly zone substation transformer replacement 

Å Upgrade 33KV feeder from Warringah to Brookvale 

Å Warringah 132/33KV substation replacement program (Cnr Allambie Rd and Rodborough 

Rd) 

Å Brookvale zone substation feeders (Cnr Windbourne Rd and Mitchell Rd)
 

Å Terry Hills feeder (Kamber Rd Trail) 

Water 

Relevant planned infrastructure: 

Å North Head sewage treatment plant (STP) performance and reliability 

Å Upgrade Warriewood STP to protect oceans 

Å Pittwater growth works to service urban development 

Å North Shore sewer network reliability upgrades 

Å Pittwater sewer network reliability upgrades 

 

2.2.3 The Metropolitan Planning Strategy for Sydney 

The NSW Government has a vision for the shape of Sydney in 2031. This vision is about 

achieving the Metropolitan Strategy aims through smarter planning for a stronger Sydney. 

The eight key elements of the vision are as follows: 

 Stronger cities within the metropolitan area 

 Strong global economic corridor 

 More jobs in western Sydney 

 Contain Sydneyôs Urban Footprint 

 Major centres will emerge as jobs, service and residential locations 
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 Fair access to housing, jobs, services and open space 

 Connected centres 

 Better connected and stronger regions 

The Metropolitan Strategy is a broad framework for Sydneyôs future, which attempts to 

support continuing economic growth while balancing social and environmental impacts. It 

is based on anticipated population, economic and demographic trends. The Strategy has 

been developed with five aims.  

 ENHANCE LIVEABILITY  - by ensuring a diverse choice of housing for an ageing and 

changing population, close to services, while protecting the character of our suburbs and 

communities.  

 STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS - by increasing the city and 

regionôs competitiveness in globalised markets, and sharing the benefits across the city.  

 ENSURE FAIRNESS ï by providing fair access to jobs, services and lifestyle 

opportunities by aligning services close to where people live, and by providing access to 

high quality transport.  

 PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT - and reduce the cityôs use of natural resources and 

production of waste. 

 IMPROVE GOVERNANCE ï through Improvement of the quality of planning and 

decision making, and giving the community confidence in our institutions. 

 

 

FIGURE 05a 

The 2005 Sydney Metropolitan Strategy for 2031 (source: ww.planning.nsw.gov.au) 



SHOROC SPATIAL ANALYSIS  

FINAL: MAY  2011 SHORE REGIONAL ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 20 
SUSTAINABLE  URBANISM   for    SHOROC - MANLY | MOSMAN | PITTWATER | WARRINGAH 

COUNCILS 

 
FIGURE 05b 

The 2010 Sydney Metropolitan Strategy for 2036 (source: ww.planning.nsw.gov.au) 

 

 

 

The Metropolitan Plan, with its ñImagesò of ñStructureò shows a concept, an 

idea of notional symbolism for Sydney as a spun image of a cohesive 

region. The idea and reality, sadly, do not meet. A ñGlobalò ñArcò and 

ñStrategicò ñCorridorsò do not really represent such. There has been no 

spatial analysis undertaken to examine the nature of the structure of Sydney, 

its road and public transport networks, or how people move about and use 

the city to get to this. Thus, the Spatial Structure in the Metropolitan 

Strategy is at best a lazy concept that is not necessarily tied to the reality of 

the city. A good forward looking Vision for a City or Region is always 

closely tied to the reality of how the networks and land uses shape the city, 

and what they in turn offer the city. Associated with this is how people use 

and move about the city, for it is people who create the structure, with the 

roads and railways being evidence of this. 

In reality, there is little in the way of high level planning coming out the 

Metropolitan Strategy that is directly spatially implicit for the SHOROC 

region. Figure 05a and 5b shows that the Northern Beaches are the forgotten 

corner of Sydney when it comes to broad scale planning.  All that has 

changed is the new location for the Regional Hospital prompting the 

designation of a ñSpecialò Centre. 

There are many generic actions that mentioned in the Metropolitan Strategy, 

such as expanding the greenspace program, for example, that could be taken 

to apply to the region. These would need to be carefully considered, with 

appropriate actions and projects arising. 

The key outcome for any region, are the housing and employment targets, 

which for SHOROC are: 

2031 TARGETS Dwellings Employment 
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Manly +  2,400 +  1,000 

Mosman +     600 +  1,300 

Pittwater +  9,500 +  6,000 

Warringah +10,300 +12,500 

SHOROC Total +22,800 +20,800 

2036 SHOROC Total (est.) +29,880 +24,340 

 

TABLE 02 

Sydney Metropolitan Strategy Growth Targets 2001-2031, with 2036 comparison 

 

With the release of the Sydney Metropolitan Strategy for 2036, these targets 

have changed yet again from the Metropolitan Strategy review. The new 

target for the North East is an additional 29,000 dwellings and 23,000 jobs. 

It is uncertain by how much Mosman has increased as only broad Sub-

Regional targets have been set forth in the Strategy review, based on a pro-

rata target, then Mosman may have increased from 600 dwellings to 880 

dwellings and from 1,300 jobs to 1,340 jobs - this is not confirmed. This 

could mean that SHOROC as a whole has increased from 22,800 dwellings 

to around 29,880, and from 20,800 jobs to around 24,340 jobs. 

In undertaking this project, each Council has contributed to the regional 

perspective, based on their local planning strategies and processes. Whilst 

each Council may meet the targets that have been set for them, there is little 

or  no supporting infrastructure being planned for, or provided by the State 

Government to support the growth for the region. No new Schools, Health 

Facilities, or Improved Public Transport.  

Brookvale ï Dee Why, in the Metropolitan Strategy is seen as important a 

centre as Chatswood in terms of hierarchy, for example. It is the only such 

centre not on a railway line with a major station (or proposed railway line). 

With the new Strategy, also comes the recognition of Frenchs Forest. 

 

2.2.4 The Sub-Regional Strategies 

ñSub-regional planning is seen as vital to the implementation of the 

Metropolitan Strategy. It is a crucial  step in bringing the broad objectives 

set by the plan for all of Sydney down to the local level é [each] sub 

regional strategy é will provide certainty for the community, local 

government, industry and business by identifying areas for future growth, 

areas for conservation, items of infrastructure and key corridorséò 
 

The sub regional plan sets out key directions for the regions. It is noted that 

Manly-Pittwater and Warringah form the North-East Region, while Mosman 

is part of the Inner North Region. 
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FIGURE 06 

The Sub-regional Strategies ï North, Inner North and North-East. (Source: 

www.planning.nsw,gov.au, joined by Sustainable Urbanism) 

Figure 6 shows that there is some strategic bus routes and some nominated 

centres. The key directions set out in table 03, really shows very little 

significant strategic planning for the region for the long term. Most of the 

actions are planning ñhouse-keepingò at best to manage expected growth, 

rather than strategically enhance  the region to make it more livable with 

facilities, services, etc. 

The Sub-regional plan also sets forth the hierarchy of centres (appendix 3 of 

the plan). It is noted that these are not assessed as to their location in the 

road network or movement hierarchy. Thus, some centres may have much 

greater potential than the plan sets forth, and thus looking forward, they can 

be better planned for to support the region as a sustainable place. 

http://www.planning.nsw,gov.au/

